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IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

In the paragraphs on page i, line 7 through page 4, line 26: 

In one aspect the invention consists in a door state changing apparatus for assisting a 
user to move a door between a closed state where the door is positioned adjacent a door frame 
and an open state comprising: 

permanent magnet means on or attached to said door to provide a permanent magnetic 

field, 

electromagnet means on or attached to said door frame adjacent said permanent 
magnet means when said door is in said closed state, which electromagnet means is 
energisable to provide a magnetic field in a first direction to reinforce said permanent 
magnetic field and energisable to provide a magnetic field in a second direction to oppose 
said permanent magnetic fieH field, 

door position detection means to detect the state of said door, 
user interface means to detect the presence of a user attempting to alter the state of 
said door, and 

control means which receives input from said door position detection means and said 
user interface means and provides a control signal to energise said electromagnet means to 
provide a magnetic field in said first direction if said user interface means indicates a user is 
attempting to alter the state of said door and said door position detection means indicates that 
said door is in said open state and provides a control signal to energise said electromagnet 
means to provide a magnetic field in said second direction if said user interface means 
indicates a user is attempting to alter the state of said and said door position detection means 
indicates that said door is in said closed state. 
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In a fixrther aspect the invention consists in a home appliance including a cabinet and a 
door hingeably connected to said cabinet and closeable against a door frame said appliance 
including a door state changing apparatus for assisting a user to move said door between a 
closed state and an open state where said door is positioned adjacent said door frame and an 
open state, said door state changing apparatus comprising: 

permanent magnet means on or attached to said door to provide a permanent magnetic 

field, 

electromagnet means on or attached to said door frame adjacent said permanent 
magnet means when said door is in said closed state, which electromagnet means is 
energisable to provide a magnetic field in a first direction to reinforce said permanent 
magnetic field and energisable to provide a magnetic field in a second direction to oppose 
said permanent magnetic ftcH field. 

door position detection means are also provided to detect the state of said door, 
user interface means to detect the presence of a user attempting to alter the state of 
said door, and 

control means which receives input from said door position detection means and said 
user interface means and provides a control signal to energise said electromagnet means to 
provide a magnetic field in said first direction if said user interface means indicates a user is 
attempting to alter the state of said door and said door position detection means indicates that 
said door is in said open state and provides a control signal to energise said electromagnet 
means to provide a magnetic field in said second direction if said user interface means 
indicates a user is attempting to alter the state of said and said door position detection means 
indicates that said door is in said closed state. 
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